
Storage Unit Auctions Guide

A beginner-friendly guide explaining how storage unit auctions work, common

mistakes people make, important safety tips, resale strategies, and realistic

expectations before spending money.
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Disclaimer

This guide is provided for informational and educational purposes only. Storage unit auction laws, rules, and

procedures may vary depending on your state, county, or storage facility. The Resource Plug does not guarantee

profits, earnings, successful purchases, or financial outcomes from participating in storage unit auctions. Buyers

participate at their own risk and should always research local laws, facility rules, taxes, transportation costs, and

disposal requirements before bidding. This guide is not legal, financial, or tax advice. Always consult a qualified

professional if you need advice specific to your situation.

Storage unit auctions can become a profitable side hustle for some people, but it is important to understand

that every unit is a gamble. Social media often highlights the rare “jackpot” units while ignoring the units full

of damaged items, trash, broken furniture, or personal belongings with little resale value. The real money

comes from learning the system, understanding resale value, and avoiding beginner mistakes.

How Storage Unit Auctions Work

When renters stop paying for their storage unit for a certain period of time, the facility may auction off the

contents to recover unpaid fees. Most facilities only allow buyers to view the unit from the doorway for a few

minutes before bidding starts. Buyers usually cannot touch, move, or open boxes before the auction.

Need To Know Before Spending Money

• Some facilities require cash-only payments.

• Many auctions charge cleaning deposits.

• You may need to empty the unit within 24–72 hours.

• Dump fees can quickly reduce profits.

• Hidden pests, mold, mildew, or water damage are common.

• Units may contain illegal items or abandoned personal records.

• You cannot legally keep IDs, birth certificates, passports, or personal documents.

• Some states require auction buyers to register first.



Beginner Mistakes That Cost People Money

• Bidding emotionally because other people are bidding.

• Assuming every sealed box contains valuables.

• Forgetting transportation costs.

• Not checking resale demand before buying.

• Overspending on large units too early.

• Ignoring signs of water damage or infestation.

• Buying units just because they “look full.”

Red Flags To Watch For

• Strong mildew smells.

• Heavy staining on furniture or boxes.

• Obvious water damage near the ceiling.

• Mostly trash bags with no visible structure.

• Excessive loose paperwork.

• Broken furniture stacked in front to hide the back of the unit.

Items That Usually Resell Well

• Power tools

• Brand-name sneakers

• Vintage electronics

• Video game systems

• Collectibles

• Furniture in good condition

• Appliances

• Business inventory

• Lawn equipment



Best Places To Resell Items

• Facebook Marketplace

• eBay

• Flea markets

• Yard sales

• Poshmark

• Mercari

• Local consignment shops

Important Safety Tips

• Wear gloves and closed-toe shoes.

• Bring a flashlight.

• Be careful with sharp objects and broken glass.

• Avoid handling chemicals or unknown substances.

• Do not go through units alone at night.

• Keep a basic first-aid kit nearby.

How Taxes May Work

If you regularly buy and resell items for profit, the income may need to be reported for tax purposes. Keep

records of purchases, dump fees, mileage, supplies, and sales. Many beginners forget that expenses

matter just as much as profits when calculating earnings.

Online Storage Auction Websites

Many storage facilities now hold auctions online instead of in person. These websites allow buyers to

browse units by location and place bids digitally.

StorageTreasures

Lockerfox

StorageAuctions

Bid13

https://www.storagetreasures.com
https://www.lockerfox.com
https://www.storageauctions.com
https://www.bid13.com


SelfStorageAuction

Helpful Resource Links

The Resource Plug Website

The Digital Plug Shop

Final Thoughts

Storage auctions are not guaranteed money, but they can become a profitable learning experience when

approached carefully and strategically. Start small. Learn the market. Avoid hype. Focus on profit, safety,

and realistic expectations.
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